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• Alliston
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• TottenhamTheTimesNewTecumseth

• Auto, Home & Business Insurance
• Life, Disability & Critical Illness Insurance
• Travel Insurance

Call us for answers, it’s that simple.

905-936-5200 ext. 221

Brenda Horan
R.I.B., CLU, CHS, CEA, EPC, RIS

Financial Advisor & Estate Planner

6670 Third Line, Tottenham, ON

Financial Services Including
Estate & Retirement Planning

Providing Peace of mind

Providing Peace of mind

7:30 pm

63 Tupper St. W., Alliston
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CALL 705-435-2828

OR VISIT
GIBSONCENTRE.COM

FOR DETAILS

L I V E  AT  T H E  G I B S O N  C E N T R E

NIGHT FEVER
THE BEE GEES

Tickets 
$55

Night Fever is the world’s number one production of the Bee Gees. This all Canadian cast from Toronto, Ontario,
will take you back in time to one of the greatest bands in pop history. From the early years to the disco era, you will 
hear all the hits, backed by a live band of studio musicians. The sound is so close that you will think you are hearing 

the original recording. Sit back and enjoy the greatest tribute ever to the Bee Gees from Canada, NIGHT FEVER!

ONTARIO
CRISPIN APPLES

149
/lb

3.28/kg

ASSORTED
ACTIVIA YOGOURT

VINCE’S OWN SMALL 
GARDEN SALADS

299
ea

save $2.50

CHECK OUT OUR TOP FLYER SPECIALS ON PAGE 7!
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affordable optical

13 Queen St. S,
Tottenham
905-936-3112KEN PRATT

Sales Representative
705.796.6753 Ken.Pratt@century21.ca

Welcome to 32 Michaelis St., Alliston
2,500 sq. ft. home with lower-level, custom 1-bdrm apt, w/sep 
entrance patio door & private deck. Bright, open-concept layout. 
Spectacular chef’s kitchen and formal dining room. Oversized 
sliding doors to spacious west-facing deck. Grand primary suite 
with Spa-like ensuite bathroom. Basement apt has lrg above-grade 
windows, eat-in kitchen, 1 bedroom, & w/o sliding doors to covered 
24x5 deck. The Treetops community offers an unbeatable lifestyle 
rich in amenities: playgrounds, splash pads, & scenic nature trails 
all within walking distance. Easy access to Hwy 400, Honda, shop-
ping, golf courses & Stevenson Memorial Hospital. $1,249,999

BROKERAGE

Each offi ce is independently
owned and operated.

®

Gold Services in 
Real Estate from 
an award winning 
Centurion Agent

• Standard Service

• Wheelchair
Accessible

• Airport Transfers

• Pre-booked Rides

lumataxicab@gmail.com
705-434-9797

Th e  r e c e n t  s n o w f a l l  m e a n t  s h o v e l l i n g  t h e  d r i v e w a y  a n d  s o m e  s l i p p e r y  d r i v i n g ;  h o w e v e r ,  o t h e r s  r e v e l  i n  w i n t e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  Th e  h i l l  
a t  t h e  To t t e n h a m  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A r e a  w a s  b u s y  w i t h  s l e d d e r s  o v e r  t h e  w e e k e n d .   A  g r o u p  o f  b o y s  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  w i n t e r  
w e a t h e r  a n d  l a u n c h e d  t h e i r  s l e d s  d o w n  t h e  h i l l  o n  S u n d a y ,  J a n u a r y  1 1 .             
                  B RIA N LOC K HA RT PHOTO

Launching into winter fun



WORK  C ONTINUES  – :ork on the new New Tecumseth )ire Station � continues to move forward. The ��,��� sq. ft. facility will meet the need for e[panded fi re and rescue service 
as the Town grows. The new fi re station is e[pected to open in fall ����.                                                                                           B RIA N LOC K HA RT PHOTO

NVCA releases results of November board meeting, plans for winter
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The County of Simcoe Paramedic ServThe 
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Author-
ity (NVCA) has released the highlights of 
its Nov. 2026 board meeting, including the 
budget for 2026 and changes to conservation 
services fees for the new year.

2026 Budget approved
The Board of Directors unanimously 

approved the NVCA’s 2026 Business Plan 
and Budget at �7,841,981, refl ecting a year-

over-year increase of $180,372.37, including 
a $101,307.36 increase in municipal levy.

This budget refl ects fi scal prudence—
reducing discretionary charges by 31 per cent 
and holding most lines fl at while advancing 
effi ciency and service modernization. This 
positions NVCA to deliver services that are 
responsive to the environmental, economic, 
and social sustainability of the Nottawasaga 
Watershed.

Changes to conservation services and 
fees 2026

NVCA’s Conservation Services program 

provides a variety of programs and services 
to watershed residents and visitors on a fee-
for-service basis.

Services include environmental education, 
forestry, events and recreational opportuni-
ties.

The revenues generated through these fee 
programs are used to reduce the overall levy 
funds required by member municipalities 
to support staffi ng, lands, and infrastructure 
improvements.

Fee updates include:
• Daily conservation area parking fees 

increased from $10 per day to $15 per day. 
Annual passes will remain at $70.

• Hunting fees, both resident and non-res-
ident, will increase by $31 and $32, respec-
tively.

• 2027 wedding rental fees will increase by 
3 per cent to refl ect a delivery cost increase 
between 2025 and 2027.

Upcoming events
Families in Nature – NVCA’s Families in 

Nature & Wellness Retreats invite people to 
slow down, breathe deeply, and rediscover 
what it means to truly be present – together. 
This allows residents to explore hands-on 
outdoor experiences designed to inspire curi-
osity, confi dence, and connection.

Four events are planned in January and 
February:

PA 'ay Camp Tiffi n – This special edi-
tion of Camp Tiffi n encourages outdoor 
exploration and guided excursions in the 
forest, fueled by student interest. This event 

will take place on Jan.30, 2026, from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at the Tiffi n Centre for Conserva-
tion. 

NA TURA L HA B ITA T – M inesing Wetl ands,  
w hich is p art of the N V C A ,  is a great area for 
recreation,  how ever is al so imp ortant for hab i-
tat for w il dl ife and hel p s p rotect commu nities 
from fl ooding.                    
                    C ONTRIB UTED  PHOTO
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BRIAN 
SAUNDERSON
MPP, Simcoe-Grey

IF YOU NEED HELP ACCESSING 
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 
SERVICES, MY TEAM AND I CAN HELP.
ALLISTON CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
180 PARSONS ROAD, UNIT 28
ALLISTON, ONTARIO L9R 1E8
(705) 435-4087
BRIAN.SAUNDERSON@PC.OLA.ORG
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905-729-7272
Dr. Rosanna Porretta and Associates

29 Main St. W.
Beeton, ON  L0G 1A0

www.beetonfamilydentist.com
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Beeton Dental - Porreta Branding - Logo Design
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FamilyDENTALCentre

General & Cosmetic Dentistry
DENTAL
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Beeton 
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DENTAL

DENTAL
Beeton 

GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

D R .  R O S A N N A  P O R R E TA

B  lton
Family Dental Centre

General & Cosmetic Dentistry

Beet  n
Family Dental Centre
General & Cosmetic Dentistry

Beeton 

FAMILY  &  COSMETIC  DENTISTRY
DENTALBeeton FAMILY

DENTAL
C E N T R E

NEW YEAR, NEW SMILENEW YEAR, NEW SMILE
starts here !

New 
Patients 

are always 
welcome. 
Book today!

Wendy Small

Briar Hill ~
He r e  i s  y o u r  c h a n c e  t o  c h e c k  o u t  t h i s  B r i a r  Hi l l  b u n g a l o f t  b a c k i n g  o n t o  
t h e  r a v i n e !  Th i s  b r i g h t , b e a u t i f u l  h o m e  h a s  b e e n  w e l l  t a k e n  c a r e  o f  a n d  
y o u  w i l l  f e e l  a t  h o m e  q u i c k l y .  As  y o u  c o m e  i n  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r , t h e r e  i s  
a  l a r g e , e a t - i n  k i t c h e n  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  f r o n t  y a r d .  Th e  b r i g h t  d i n i n g  /
living room areas are finished with hardwood floors and skylights in 
the ceiling. The living room has a fireplace and walk out to the south 
facing deck overlooking the ravine. The main floor primary offers a 4 
piece ensuite and large walk in closet. Upstairs, the loft gives extra 
space for another bedroom (3 piece ensuite) or a sunny home office. 
The professionally finished lower level features a spacious family room 
with a walk out to the patio area. Guests will certainly be comfortable 
in the large guest room! This level also offers a 3 piece bathroom, 
another office/hobby area and more! This home had the roof replaced 
in 2024 and new eavestroughs in 2025. See you Sunday!

Th i s  b e a u t i f u l l y  m a i n t a i n e d  m o v e - i n - r e a d y  b u n g a l o w  c h e c k s  a l l  
the boxes. Designed for easy main-floor living, it offers an inviting 
open-concept layout where the kitchen, dining, and living spaces 
flow effortlessly together. The kitchen features granite countertops, 
under-cabinet lighting, and a clear view to the spacious dining/living 
rooms. The living room’s cozy fireplace and walkout to a private, 
south-facing deck create the ideal spot for summer BBQs or quiet 
morning coffee. The main-floor primary bedrm offers generous space, 
a walk-in closet, and a 4-piece ens. A bright front rm on this level 
makes a perfect home office or den. Downstairs, you’ll find a large 
family rm with another fireplace, a wet bar, and a walkout to a partially 
covered patio—an excellent retreat for relaxing or hosting friends. This 
level also includes a sunny guest bedrm with a 3-piece bath and an 
additional room ideal as a hobby space or second office. This home 
truly is move-in ready, with major updates already completed: new 
furnace and A/C, new electronic garage door, and a new roof in 2025. 

S a l e s  Re p r e s e n t a t i v e
w e n d y s m a l l @ r o y a l l e p a g e . c a
w w w . w e n d y s m a l l . c o m
D i r e c t  l i n e  9 0 5 - 7 2 4 - 0 7 1 7

I t’ s the Small things that make  the difference

It’s not just a home -
it’s a lifestyle!

8 3  B e l l a  V i s t a  Tr a i l
Of f e r e d  a t  $ 8 9 9 , 0 0 0

1 1  M o n t e b e l l o  Te r r a c e
Of f e r e d  a t  $ 7 4 9 , 9 0 0

OPEN HOUSE Sun., Jan. 18 1:30-3:30

Stevenson Memorial Hospital announces new president and CEO
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The County of Simcoe Paramedic Ser-
vices has wrapped up its 23rd annual Food 
and Toy Drive.

Thanks to the generosity of residents, 
businesses, and community partners, this 
year’s campaign gathered 8,803 toys, over 
8,680 pounds of food, and $42,915.52 in 
monetary donations to brighten the holidays 
for local families.

“This drive truly embodies the spirit of 
Christmas in Simcoe County,” said Simcoe 
County Warden Basil Clarke. “During these 
challenging economic times, our residents 
once again rallied around our request to 
‘Give a little, help a lot’, opened their hearts 
and gave generously. Filling ambulances 
with food, toys, and donations ensures that 
families across our region can celebrate with 
joy. Thank you to our incredible residents 
and volunteers for continuing to showcase 

the holiday spirit year after year.”
With this year’s totals included, the CSPS 

Food and Toy Drive has, over 23 years, col-
lected 139,634 toys, 97,650 pounds of food, 
and approximately $333,757 in monetary 
and gift card donations to support families 
across Simcoe County.

“Our paramedics are honoured to lead this 
tradition each year, and we are especially 
grateful for the efforts of our Paramedic 
Services team, their families, and friends 
who dedicate countless hours to this cause,” 
said County of Simcoe Paramedic Services 
Director and Chief Sarah Mills. 

“Their commitment, combined with the 
kindness of our community, helps to ensure 
that meals will be on tables and gifts under 
trees, making the season brighter for thou-
sands of families.”

For 23 years, this Food and Toy Drive has 
been a cherished tradition, uniting residents 
in support of those in need.

All donations were distributed to local 

children and families in need by charitable 
organizations working in partnership with 
County of Simcoe Paramedic Services.

Some of the charities supported by the 
County of Simcoe Paramedic Services Food 
and Toy Drive include the Salvation Army, 
WOW Living Bradford, Simcoe Muskoka 
Family Connexions, Barrie Christmas Cheer, 
Kinette Club of Wasaga Beach, Georgian 
Bay Food Network, Christmas in a Box, and 
Innisfil Christmas for .ids.

Several local food banks, including those 
in Alliston, Angus, Bradford, Clearview, 
Coldwater, Elmvale, Tottenham, Orillia, and 
Wasaga Beach, benefited from the food and 
toy drive. 

NEWLY  A PPOINTED  – S tevenson M emorial  
H osp ital  has annou nced the ap p ointment of 
D eep ak  S harma as the hosp ital ’ s new  P resi-
dent and &hief ([ecutive Officer.                 
           C ONTRIB UTED  PHOTO

Town o�ers full line-up of indoor winter sports to help residents stay active
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town of New Tecumseth offers a full 
line-up of winter sports to help local residents 
stay active during the colder months.

You can stay active and beat the winter blues 
with a variety of indoor activities. Whether 
you are looking for serious competition or just 
some fun with friends, there is an activity for 
everyone to enjoy.

You can enjoy pickleball, basketball, bad-

minton, pick-up ball hockey, soccer, volley-
ball, floor curling, and lawn bowling. On-ice 
activities include stick and puck for kids nine 
and under, public skating, and shinny hockey.

Whether you are planning ahead or making 
a last-minute decision, Book and Go programs 
make participation easy.

With the hybrid registration model, you can 
sign up online or in person at the Client Service 
Desk when you arrive.

When signing up online, you can see how 
many sports are available and know if there’s 
room before you go.

You can register up to six days in advance.
Upon arriving at the New Tecumseth Rec-

reation Centre and the Tottenham Community 
and Fitness Centre, please check in with Client 
Services to register and pay for your activity, 
or to attend to an activity you have already pre-
registered for.

Upon arriving at the Alliston Memo-
rial Arena, please ensure that you have pre-
registered for your Book and Go program in 
advance, as there is no Client Service desk.

A monitor or instructor will be on-site to 
verify registration.
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F reedom –  it’ s something w e tak e for 
granted in this cou ntry.

H ave you  ever b een afraid of going on 
a trip  or travel l ing across the p rovince?

H ave you  ever w orried that you r neigh-
b ou r might b e sp ying on you  and p assing 
information to a government agency?

H ave you  ever w orried that you r l ocal  
grocery store w il l  not have any food 
b ecau se government rationing hasn’ t 
gotten arou nd to su p p l ying you r tow n?

H ave you  ever b een concerned that 
the afternoon b arb ecu e you  p l anned at 
you r home may b ecome the ob ject of 
secret p ol ice su rveil l ance b ecau se more 
than three p eop l e gathering in one p l ace 
may b e p art of a secret anti- government 
p l ot?

Y ou ’ ve p rob ab l y answ ered “ no”  to al l  
of those q u estions.

If you answered “yes´, you are defi -
nitel y l iving an inap p rop riate l ifestyl e.

We tak e freedom for granted,  b ecau se 
w e have it.

A  gu y I  u sed to w ork  w ith decided to 
travel  across E astern E u rop e throu gh 
cou ntries that w ere p art of the S oviet 
U nion for a vacation trip  in the 1 9 7 0s.

H e tol d me that he ju st thou ght it w ou l d 
b e an interesting trip .

Whil e everything w ent smoothl y,  he 
said he w as u nder constant scru tiny and 
su sp icion.

Why w ou l d a Westerner even w ant 

to visit E astern E u rop e,  w as the main 
theme.

H e real iz ed his movements w ere 
b eing monitored. T o the au thorities,  a 
w esterner meant he cou l d al so b e a sp y.

H e check ed in at a smal l  inn,  and the 
innk eep er insisted he tu rn over his p ass-
p ort for the night.

When ask ed w hy the innk eep er 
needed the p assp ort,  the rep l y w as,  “ I f I  
don’ t k eep  it from you  w hil e you  are stay-
ing here,  I  w il l  b e arrested b y the au thori-
ties in the morning.”

O ne thing my friend noticed,  w as the 
horrib l e amou nt of p ol l u tion. With al l  
indu stry u nder government control ,  there 
w as no other agency to op p ose the fact 
that a factory w as p ol l u ting the air and 
k il l ing l ocal  residents.

H e said had had to show er at the end 
of every day to remove the grime,  dirt,  
and ash that fel l  ou t of the sk y from fac-
tory smok estack s and w as chok ing the 
l ife ou t of the tow n’ s residents.

T he l ocal  residents shru gged it off as 
a p art of l ife.

I just fi nished reading an essay by a 
w oman w ho grew  u p  in a cou nty u nder 
the S oviet U nion,  and has since rel o-
cated to the w est.

S he describ ed l iving u nder the “ w armth 
of col l ectivism”  as it w as describ ed b y 
their S oviet op p ressors.

H ome ow nership  w as not al l ow ed. 

Y ou  l ived w here the au thorities tol d you  
to l ive.

Y ou  had no choice w hen it came to 
emp l oyment. Y ou  w ere given a job ,  and 
you  had to do it w hether you  l ik ed it or 
not. I t w as you r job  for l ife.

P rivate enterp rise w as il l egal ,  and 
those w ho attemp ted to earn a l iving 
throu gh sel f- emp l oyment w ere p u n-
ished.

T ravel  w as very restricted,  even w ithin 
the social ist w orl d. I f you  had an interest 
in visiting the w est,  you  w ou l d b e in seri-
ou s trou b l e.

A l l  information w as a government-
ap p roved version of real ity. E ven if you  
w itnessed an incident and sp ok e ab ou t 
it as a w itness,  you  w ou l d b e considered 
a “ p rob l em.”

T here w as a general  feel ing of fear in 
S oviet- control l ed society. Y ou  l earned 
w hat not to say.

T he w al l s have ears,  and so did you r 
cl assmates.

L ining u p  to b u y consu mer goods is 
w hat she describ ed as a “ national  sp ort.”

Y ou  had to l ine u p  to b u y food,  shoes,  
fu rnitu re,  b ook s,  and a decent w inter 
coat.

O ften,  p eop l e stood in a l ine,  ju st 
hop ing something they needed might 
b ecome avail ab l e.

Q u al ity in any p rodu ct did not ex ist. 
S ince the state control l ed everything 

and p rodu ced every-
thing,  you  w ou l d have 
to b e hap p y w ith su b -
standard p rodu cts.

T he mindset of the 
p op u l ation w as that of fear –  al l  the time. 
I f one p erson messed u p ,  everyone w as 
p u nished. I f one p erson said the w rong 
thing,  everyone gets threatened.

T his typ e of fear trains p eop l e to 
b ecome their ow n p ol ice agency –  and 
not in a good w ay.

B ananas w ere a b ig thing. T hey 
arrived hard and green,  and p eop l e 
l earned to w ait ou t the time u ntil  they 
rip ened.

T he w riter stated that b ananas w ere 
p roof that “ somew here ou t there,  
b eyond you r grey dail y real ity,  normal  
l ife ex isted.”

Y es,  w e have freedoms w e tak e for 
granted.

U p on the comp l etion of the U .S . C on-
stitu tion,  statesman B enjamin F rank l in 
w as ask ed if they had created a monar-
chy or a rep u b l ic.

H e rep l ied,  “ A  rep u b l ic,  if you  can 
k eep  it.”

T hat w as a w arning to citiz ens that 
they are the ones resp onsib l e for main-
taining a free society.

I t is al so u p  to C anadian citiz ens that 
w e remain free from op p ression,  at any 
cost. 

Freedom BRIAN LOCKHART
FROM THE SECOND ROW

A re you  among the many government 
emp l oyees w ho have b een mandated 
back to the offi ce this month"

A re you  hap p y ab ou t it?
I n a highl y informal  p ol l  condu cted 

amongst fi ve impacted friends and 
acq u aintances over the l ast w eek  or tw o,  
feedb ack  is decidedl y mix ed.

T hose in favou r of the fu l l - on retu rn- to-
offi ce scenario, rather than the minimum 
three-days-in-the-offi ce model that car-
ried O ntario into the N ew  Y ear,  have w el -
comed the op p ortu nity to interact face- to-
face w ith their cow ork ers once again,  the 
novel ty of seeing them throu gh p ostage 
stamp - siz ed p ane on their Z oom screen 
having w orn off months,  or even years 
ago.

T hey w ere l ook ing forw ard to the chance 
of getting into a new  rou tine w ith their 
cow ork ers and the informal  ex change of 
ideas and view s that are inex tricab l y p art 
of the in- p erson w ork  p rocess.

T hose against the move,  how ever,  have 

a comp arative l au ndry l ist of reasons they 
w ou l d rather stay p u t.

F or some,  it w as the convenience fac-
tor of essential l y b eing ab l e to,  as D ol l y 
P arton so memorab l y sings,  tu mb l e ou t of 
b ed,  stu mb l e to the k itchen,  to p ou r them-
sel ves a cu p  of amb ition –  or coffee,  nei-
ther D ol l y or I  are here to ju dge w hat gets 
you  going at the start of the day –  b efore 
p resu mab l y rol l ing or sk ip p ing to the desk  
to get crack ing.

T hat w asn’ t the onl y matter of conve-
nience that came u p .

O thers have cited their resp ective 
commu te time from home to w ork  and 
b ack  again –  sometimes tak ing u p  cl ose 
to three hou rs of their day –  as reason 
enou gh to stay p u t,  noting this time,  esp e-
cially if endured fi ve days a week, can be 
p u t to far b etter u se,  incl u ding more time 
to get,  you  k now ,  the actu al  job  for w hich 
they have b een hired done.

I t’ s not as thou gh the imp acted emp l oy-
ees didn’ t have enou gh l ead time to get 

themsel ves p rep ared –  mental l y or oth-
erw ise. T he move w as annou nced this 
p ast A u gu st b y T reasu ry B oard P resident 
C arol ine M u l roney.

“ T he government has b een cl osel y 
monitoring the evol u tion of in- w ork p l ace 
standards for p u b l ic and p rivate sector 
organiz ations, ”  she said in a statement. 
“The return to fi ve days per week in-work-
p l ace standard rep resents the cu rrent 
w ork force l andscap e in the p rovince and 
it reinforces our commitment to refl ect-
ing the p eop l e and b u sinesses w e serve 
across O ntario.

“ B ased on the natu re of their w ork ,  
over hal f of the O ntario P u b l ic S ervice 
are al ready req u ired to attend the w ork -
p l ace fu l l  time. S tarting on O ctob er 20,  
2025 ,  emp l oyees w ho have b een attend-
ing their w ork p l ace for a minimu m of three 
days p er w eek  w il l  increase their atten-
dance to fou r days p er w eek  as p art of 
a gradu al  transition p eriod to the fu l l  time 
in-offi ce standard effective -anuary �, 

����. This transition 
is an imp ortant step  
that su p p orts the 
government’ s ongo-
ing efforts to b u il d 
a more comp etitive,  
resil ient,  and sel f- rel iant O ntario.”

In the fi ve odd months since this 
annou ncement w as initial l y made,  I ’ m yet 
to b e convinced that any el ement of this 
shift w il l  resu l t on a more comp etitive,  
resil ient,  and sel f- rel iant P rovince,  ou t-
side,  p erhap s,  w hen it comes to the b ot-
tom l ine of b u sinesses that strategical l y 
p ositioned themsel ves arou nd p l aces of 
government,  su re in the k now l edge there 
w ou l d b e a steady stream of emp l oyees 
to tak e advantage of their p rodu cts or ser-
vices. T hey have u ndou b tedl y su stained 
a heavy b l ow  since w e b egan to re- think  
ou r w ork  model s ou t of sheer necessity 
in 2020.

Back to work, back to reality BROCK WEIR
BROCK’S BANTER

C ontinu ed on P age 1 9
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No one has more self-confidence than the person who does a crossword puzzle with a pen.

CROSSWORD
CLUES ACROSS

1. Mechanical lever

7. Rocky peak

10. Leave a country

12. Discount

13. D.C. ballplayer

14. Partner to “oohed”

15. Engine sound

16. Japanese 

ornamental box

17. Fido is one

 18. Amounts of time

19. DiFranco and Phyo 

are two

 21. Yearly tonnage 

(abbr.)

22. Make secret plans

27. “Tiny Bubbles” 

singer

28. “His Airness”

33. Morning

34. Perfected

 36. Winger guitarist 

Beach

 37. Abba __, Israeli 

politician

38. Self-immolation by 

fire ritual

 39. A way to save 

money

40. Pulpit

41. Make ecstatically 

happy

44. Once more

 45. Works on

48. Nocturnal S. 

American rodent

49. State again

50. Expression of 

disappointment

 51. Type of door

CLUES DOWN

1. Yugoslavian 

communist leader

2. Exchange rate

3. High school dance

4. Peter’s last name

5. When you anticipate 

arriving

6. Israeli city __ Aviv

7. Goat-like mammals

8. Margarine

9. End-of-the-spectrum 

color

10. Make poisonous

 11. Popular beverage

 12. Actress Lathan

 14. Where planes land 

and depart

17. Political fundraising 

entity

 18. The distinctive 

spirit of a people or 

an era

20. Buffer used in 

microbiology

23. Light, open carriage

24. Metrical feet

25. Email subject line 

feature

 26. A street with lots of 

nightmares

 29. Rapper Rule

 30. River in Scotland

 31. One who settles a 

dispute

 32. Most chummy

 35. We all have our 

own

 36. Arab tribe

 38. Slap

 40. Ottoman military 

commanders

 41. Scottish or Irish 

Gaelic language

 42. Emit coherent 

radiation

 43. Sun or solar disk 

(Egyptian mythology)

 44. Inclined to

 45. Olfactory reference 

syndrome

 46. Chest muscle 

(slang)

 47. Body part

Puzzle No. 261310 • Solution in Classifieds

T he C raz y G ang are high on the ‘ b ril l iant su ccess’  
of their V enez u el a cap er and l ook ing for new  tar-
gets. L ik e A l ex ander the G reat,  D onal d T ru mp  w eep s 
b ecau se there are no more w orl ds to conq u er. B u t 
w ait!  A ctu al l y,  there are stil l  l ots of p l aces to conq u er.

C ol omb ia is right nex t door to V enez u el a and the 
US fl eet is already just offshore, so how about tak-
ing dow n P resident G u stavo P etro?  “ H e’ s a sick  man 
w ho l ik es mak ing cocaine and sending it to the U nited 
S tates,  and he’ s not going to b e doing it very l ong, ”  
according to T he D onal d ( w ho is l ying ab ou t P etro.)

“ O p eration C ol omb ia sou nds good to me, ”  T ru mp  
said on M onday. H e al so name- check ed M ex ico 
( “ S omething w il l  have to b e done ab ou t it” ) ,  I ran ( “ We 
are l ock ed and l oaded and ready to go! ” )  and C u b a 
( “ I t l ook s l ik e it’ s ready to fal l ” ) . B u t any of these ‘ mis-
sions’  w ou l d req u ire l ots of p l anning and moving mil i-
tary assets arou nd. H e w ants another hit right now . 

I nstant triu mp hs tend to b e smal l er and l ess rew ard-
ing ( arresting Ru ssian- registered tank ers in mid-
ocean,  for ex amp l e) . T here is onl y one w hol e cou ntry 
on his l ist that T ru mp  cou l d conq u er in one w eek  from 
a standing start:  G reenl and. Which may b e w hy S teve 

M il l er,  White H ou se D ep u ty C hief of S taff,  moved it to 
the top  of the hit- l ist on M onday.

A s a former col ony that is stil l  a sel f- governing p art 
of the D anish k ingdom,  G reenl and is not yet a com-
p l etel y sovereign state. B u t it can hol d a referendu m 
on fu l l  indep endence w henever its 5 7 , 000 p eop l e 
want, so it sort of qualifi es as a country. Only a trophy 
cou ntry,  b u t you  w ou l d stil l  get p oints for conq u ering it.

I f I  w ere comp l etel y ignorant of mil itary matters,  
I  w ou l d now  cop y and p aste several  p aragrap hs of 
White H ou se hogw ash ex p l aining how  strategical l y 
imp ortant G reenl and is. I ’ d say that the Ru ssians and 
the C hinese are casting l asciviou s eyes on the A rctic 
b ecau se there’ s val u ab l e mineral s there,  and the sea 
l anes are op ening u p  b ecau se the gl aciers are mel t-
ing.

I ndeed,  on S u nday T ru mp  insisted that G reenl and is 
“ so strategic right now ,  it’ s covered w ith Ru ssian and 
C hinese ship s al l  over the p l ace. We need G reenl and 
from the standp oint of national  secu rity.”  

N o,  they don’ t. G reenl and is a region of z ero stra-
tegic imp ortance. I  sp ent some time on G reenl and’ s 
w est coast recentl y ( I l u l issat) ,  and Ru ssian and C hi-

nese ship s w ere consp icu ou s b y 
their total  ab sence.

Greenland was briefl y important 
strategical l y 6 0 to 7 0 years ago,  
w hen intercep tors and radar sta-
tions b ased there might shoot dow n 
nu cl ear- armed S oviet b omb ers on 
their w ay to N orth A merica. T hen 
the technol ogy shifted to b al l istic 
missiles that fl y through space, and 
the nu mb er of troop s on A merican 
airb ases in G reenl and drop p ed from 
1 0, 000 to 200.

I f Washington w ants to b ase more 
troop s there now ,  it has onl y to ask :  
the treaty says it can have an u nl im-
ited nu mb er of b ases and troop s in 
G reenl and. S imil arl y,  if it w ants some 
minerals, just negotiate a contract, 
start digging ( and p ay for them) .  

A s for the ‘ sea l anes’  across the 
A rctic,  Ru ssia’ s ‘ N orthern S ea Rou te’  
connecting the Pacifi c to the Atlan-

tic is getting b u sier. T he ‘ N orth-
w est P assage’  arou nd G reenl and 
and northern C anada,  how ever,  
will get little traffi c until the ice is 
al most al l  gone ( 20+  years from now ) ,  b ecau se al l  the 
remaining ice tends to get trap p ed amongst C anada’ s 
A rctic isl ands.

On the other hand, if you just need ‘threats’ as cover 
for you r imp erial  amb itions,  there are p l enty of ex p erts 
who can fi nd them for you at a modest price.  Trump 
relentlessly broadcasts their ‘fi ndings’. 

Given the servile posture (or just sheer laziness) of 
most A merican media,  if T ru mp  invades G reenl and he 
w ou l d p rob ab l y get aw ay w ith it at home. H ow ever,  he 
w ou l d not get aw ay w ith it ab road.

T he Ru ssians and the C hinese w ou l d b e hap p y to 
see the U S  invade G reenl and,  b u t for A merica to seiz e 
the territory of a cou ntry that has b een a l oyal  memb er 
of the N orth A tl antic T reaty O rganiz ation ( N A T O )  for 
7 7  years is a very b ad l ook .

“Nobody’s going to fi ght the United States militar-
il y over the fu tu re of G reenl and, ”  said S teve M il l er 
confi dently, and that’s true. American air and naval 
p ow er w ou l d q u ick l y overw hel m any attemp ted D an-
ish defence of G reenl and,  and there’ s no p oint in get-
ting p eop l e k il l ed for nothing. 

H ow ever,  the p ol itical  and strategic imp act w ou l d 
b e immense. “ I f the U nited S tates decides to mil itaril y 
attack  another N A T O  cou ntry, ”  w arned D anish P rime 
M inister M ette F rederik sen,  “ then everything w ou l d 
stop . T hat incl u des N A T O  and therefore p ost- S econd 
Worl d War secu rity.”

A  p ost- N A T O  al l i-
ance incl u ding every 
cou ntry ex cep t the 
U nited S tates w ou l d 
p rob ab l y reform,  b u t 
the enemy w ou l d b e 
different. T hat might 
even b e enou gh to 
shock  A merican voters 
into starting the fi ght-
b ack  in the mid- term 
el ections in N ovem-
ber. Or am I just 
cl u tching at straw s?

Greenland: Maybe an Invasion 
(and Maybe a Backlash)

GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY
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Pave your path to 
a successful career

Join the skilled trades

 We’re training over one million workers for 
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secure future for you and your community.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario
Learn more at ontario.ca/SkilledTrades
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COMMUNITY VOICE
Monthly Message: CONTACT’s seniors programs reduce isolation, build belonging

For nearly five decades, CONTACT Com-
munity Services has been a trusted pillar of 
support for individuals and families across 
South Simcoe, helping people access the re-
sources they need to build healthy, stable, and 
connected lives. Although many know us for 
our housing supports, employment services, 
volunteer opportunities, and The Clothes 
Line thrift stores, we are equally proud of 
the work we do to enrich the lives of older 
adults through inclusive, engaging programs 
that promote physical and mental wellness, 
safety, creativity, and lifelong learning.

We’re always thrilled to offer dynamic, 
hands on, and educational programming for 
adults aged 55-plus at convenient locations 
throughout Alliston, Beeton, Tottenham, An-
gus, Everett, Bradford, and Innisfil. These 
opportunities are made possible thanks to the 
generous support of the Seniors Community 
Grant, the New Horizons for Seniors Pro-
gram, and funds raised through our annual 
Grand Parade walks in Alliston, Bradford, 
and Collingwood.

Creating free and inclusive programming 
for our local seniors is not only about provid-
ing opportunities to learn and create, but it is 

also imperative to the health and well-being 
of older adults who feel isolated and alone. 

Joining a community seniors’ program can 
help older adults make new friends, feel con-
nected to their communities, and increase 
their overall well-being. From June 2024 to 
March 2025, CONTACT offered over 90 se-
nior-focused sessions throughout South Sim-
coe. Of the close to 400 survey respondents 
at these sessions, over 80 per cent reported 
that these programs helped to reduce their 
feelings of social isolation.  Additionally, 
over 80 per cent of participants reported that 
coming out to these programs made them feel 
more connected to their community. That’s 
something to celebrate!

Our most popular programs reflect a wide 
range of interests — from ukulele lessons 
and salsa dancing to pickleball, creative art 
workshops, budget friendly cooking classes, 
and scam prevention sessions delivered by 
our local OPP and South Simcoe Police. As 

we plan this programming, we are always 
hopeful that we provide opportunities that 
cover everyone’s interests.

“Friendships have been made over the 
pickleball nets on CONTACT-sponsored 
Fridays, and many people have caught the 
pickleball bug, asking when and where else 
they can play, as they want to continue after 
the last session, now that they’ve been in-
troduced to the sport,” states one pickleball 
participant.

“An excellent measure of a successful pro-
gram is the level of people’s interest in con-
tinuing the activity. I played with people of 
various levels of mobility, saw lots of smiles, 
and heard much laughter. WHO declared so-
cial isolation, experienced by 25 per cent of 
older adults, a global public health concern. 
This program promotes a healthy, active life-
style; social engagement; and mental well-
being. You’ve really done our community a 
great and lasting service by making this op-
portunity available.”

We are excited to offer more programming 
for older adults as we step into 2026.  With a 
focus on our local veterans through the Se-
niors Community grant, we are offering ses-

sions at our local Legions in Alliston, Beeton, 
Tottenham, Everett, Bradford, and Innisfil.

Our first program of the year is Healthy 
Cooking on a Budget – Tasty Tips for 2026!  
This class, offered at all six Legions, gives 
participants fresh ideas for preparing nutri-
tious, affordable meals at home. Each class 
features a new, easy to make recipe.

January also brings a great low-impact ex-
ercise program to our 55-plus community.  
Held at

St. John’s United Church in Alliston, these 
sessions begin on Wednesday, Jan. 21, and 
run weekly until Wednesday, Feb. 25. Join 
a session or join them all!  This program is 
open to all and is a great way to get in shape 
for spring.

In Bradford, we are offering a unique and 
inclusive ‘Zumba for Seniors’ program of-
fered by the always popular Zumba in da 
House.  If you haven’t had the opportunity to 
join a Zumba class, now is the time.

Registration for CONTACT’s free seniors 
programming is easy.  Simply shoot us an 
email to programs@contactcommunityser-
vices or call us at 705-435-4900.

We can’t wait to welcome you.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU
Passionate about an issue you’ve read about within the pages of the 

New Tecumseth Times? Want to share your opinion? 
Email us a letter to the editor to: newtectimeseditorial@gmail.com. 

Be sure to include your name and town.
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650g

RED SEEDLESS 
BAGGED 
GRAPES

299
/lb

6.59/kg

ONTARIO 
X-LRG MUTSU 

(CRISPIN) 
APPLES

VINCE’S OWN 
SMALL GARDEN 

SALAD

LARGE 
SIZE ROMA 
TOMATOES

PROD OF MEXICO

 MASTRO 
GENOA SALAMI
SLICED/PACKAGED

299
/100g

SCHNEIDERS 
BACON

REG OR LOW SALT
649

ea

save 3.50

VINCE’S OWN 
MINI TWISTED 

DANISHES
ASSORTED VAR

499
ea

8pk

VINCE’S OWN 
WHITE

KAISER BUNS

ACTIVIA 
YOGOURT

ASSORTED VAR
299

ea

save 2.50

VINCE’S OWN 
EXTRA VIRGIN 

OLIVE OIL
I599

ea

750ml
ACQUA PANNA 
SPRING WATER

NEAL BROS 
CHIPS OR 

SALSA
ASSORTED VAR

MASTRO 
PROSCIUTTO 
COTTO • MILD

MAPLE LEAF 
PRIME CHICKEN 

BREAST
THIN SLICE

in effect Jan 15-28, 2026    •    even more specials at vincesmarket.ca
This flyer’s TOP DEALS

55 Queen St. South, Unit #1, Tottenham

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

50%
reg.

2.99/100g

OFF

I099
/lb

23.13/kg
249

ea

save 1.50

2
for5
save 1.49

599
ea

save 7.00

I49
/lb

3.28/kg

325g

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

PROD
OF PERU

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

200
ea

save 3.99
I99

/lb

4.39/kg

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

375g

6pk

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

650g while
quantities

last!

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

750ml

2
forI0
300g, 410ml

MIX or 
MATCH

GREEN PACK 
MULTI PURPOSE 

BAGS

200pk

MIN

for
green 

bin!

It’s time to update your child’s immunization record: Health Unit
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

If you have a child in Grades 3 or 4, the 
Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit is 
reminding parents and guardians to make 
sure their children’s immunization records 
are up to date by Feb. 3, 2026, to avoid 
school suspension.

Under Ontario’s Immunization of School 
Pupils Act, students whose immunization 
records are incomplete or missing can be 
suspended from school.

While the ISPA is a provincial law, local 
public health units support this process 
by reviewing student vaccination records 
and notifying families when updates are 
required.

The Health Unit sent reminder notices 
home from school in June and November 
with Grade 3 and 4 students whose immuni-
zation records on fi le at the Health Unit are 
not up to date.

Currently, 3,742 Grade 3 and 4 students 
across Simcoe Muskoka still have missing 
or incomplete immunization records. These 
families have now been mailed a suspension 

order which will take effect on Feb. 3, 2026, 
if the required information is not received by 
that time.

“Immunizations protect children by help-
ing their bodies build immunity before they 
encounter disease,” explained Dr. Colin 
Lee, Associate Medical Offi cer of Health 
at SMDHU. “The recent measles outbreaks 
we’ve seen in Ontario show how quickly 
vaccine-preventable diseases can spread. 
Keeping immunization records up to date 
safeguards both our schools and the wider 
community.”

In Ontario, there is no province-wide digi-
tal immunization registry system. When a 
child receives vaccines from their primary 
care provider, the details are recorded in 
their medical record at the doctor’s offi ce.

However, this information is not automati-
cally shared with the local Health Unit. It is 
the responsibility of parents to report each 
vaccination to the Health Unit whenever 
their child receives a vaccine.

What parents and guardians who received 
a suspension notice need to do:

• Review your child’s immunization 
record. The immunization record that the 

Health Unit has on fi le is 
included on the suspension 
order, noting which vac-
cine information it is miss-
ing. Check your child’s yel-
low immunization card or 
immunization record from 
their doctor to see if the 
missing vaccines have been 
given;

• Ensure your child 
receives any missing vac-
cines. If your child has 
not received the missing 
vaccines, book an appoint-
ment with your health care 
provider or access on of the 
Health Unit immunization clinic opportuni-
ties;

• Report your child’s updated immuni-
zation information to the Health Unit.

If your child has already had the missing 
vaccines, or once your child receives them 
from your health care provider, report this 
information to the Health Unit using one of 
the following methods:

• CANImmunize App – Is a secure 

mobile app that allows you to manage and 
submit immunization records from your 
smartphone. Be sure that you have selected 
the option to share your child’s record with 
Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit;

• ICON (Immunization Connect 
Ontario) – Submit records online using a 
desktop or mobile device.

• Phone – Call the Health Unit at 705-721-
7520 ext. 8827.

Police search for suspects in Utopia home invasion that occurred January 6
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Offi cers from the Nottawasaga 'etach-
ment of the Ontario Provincial Police are 
investigating an incident that occurred in 
Essa Township in Utopia near Pineview Trail.

Shortly after 12:00 p.m., on Monday, Jan. 
6, offi cers were dispatched to a residence on 
the 9th Line of Essa Township for a reported 
home invasion in progress.

The suspects fl ed the scene prior to police 
arriving.

The preliminary investigation revealed that 
two unknown suspects, believed to be males, 
attended the address and forced entry into the 
house. They searched the house prior to fl ee-
ing.

The two male suspects that entered the 
house are described as between 5’5” and 
5’10” tall, wearing all black with ski masks 
and goggles.

One male’s black jacket had a fur hood.
The suspects possibly entered a grey or 

black sedan used to fl ee the scene.
Police have no further description of the 

suspects at this time and are encouraging 
residents to review their camera footage or 
dash cam between the times of 11:30 a.m. 
and 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan.6, for any 
suspicious activity that may be helpful in this 
investigation.

This is believed to be a targeted incident 

and there is no risk to public safety.
The investigation is ongoing, led by the 

Nottawasaga OPP Major Crime Unit.
If you have any information in relation to 

this incident, please contact the Nottawasaga 
Major Crime Unit at 1-888-310-1122 Refer-
ence (E260022788).

You can also provide information anony-
mously by contacting Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or online at  www.
crimestopperssdm.com.
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WinterFest 2026 promises to be hot destination in Alliston
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

If it’s going to be cold and snowy, you 
might as well take advantage of the season 
and have some winter fun.

WinterFest 2026 will be taking place in 
Alliston at the New Tecumseth Recreation 
Centre on Saturday, Feb. 7, and will offer a 

day of fun and activities for all ages.
If you get too cold, there will also be indoor 

activities in the Rec Centre.
Horse drawn wagon rides with some 

magnifi cent strong horses will take visitors 
around the Rec Centre. You can also take a 
ride on the Winterfest train.

A magic show with WonderPhil Magic will 
take place at 12:00 noon. and 2 p.m.

You can visit with some alpacas as Maple 
Trail Farm returns with Wanda and Cetina.

A maple taffy station will allow you to 
sample some winter treats.

You can capture your Winterfest memories 
at the photo booth, and meet your local fi re-
fi ghters will be taking part in the day’s events.

Indoors, there will be free ice skating from 
1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

There will be face painting and the Tiny 
Bean Softplay Zone – a perfect place for tod-
dler fun.

Enjoy carnival games and meet your favou-
rite mascots who will be greeting everyone to 
attends the event.

WinterFest 2026 will take place on Satur-
day, Feb. 7, from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
New Tecumseth Recreation Centre.

WINTER FUN – Residents are seen enjoying some activities at the 2024 Winterfest event. 
FILE PHOTO

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE RE-
PORTER

The kids will have a day off from school 
for an upcoming PA 'ay, so the Notta-
wasaga Valley Conservation Authority is 
hosting a special day at the Tiffi n Conser-
vation Area to keep them busy.

A special edition of Camp Tiffi n will pro-
vide a full day of activities adopted from its 
traditional summer camp program.

This special edition of Camp Tiffi n 
encourages outdoor exploration and guided 
excursions in the forest fueled by student 
interest.

The day will be guided by student 

inquiry, seasonal changes, weather and pro-
gram availability.

This camp will take place at the over 300-
acre Tiffi n Centre for Conservation.

The Conservation Area features a mix-
ture of wetlands, forests, open meadows, 
and ancient lake beds that are homes for 
many plants and animals.

Activities for the day may include hiking, 
geocaching, nature games, arts and crafts, 
shelter building, and wilderness survival.

You can register for this event by visiting 
the NVCA website.

This special edition of Camp Tiffi n will 
take place on Friday, Jan. 30, from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. The Tiffi n Centre for Conservation is 
located at 8195 8th Line, Utopia. 

Camp Ti�  n o� ers special PA Day camp
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CONTACT o�ering seniors programs during winter months
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

CONTACT Community Services is offer-
ing winter seniors programs designed to 
inspire connection, support healthy living, 
and provide opportunities to learn, socialize, 
and stay active.

From expanded fitness and wellness 
classes to creative cooking on a budget, pro-
grams offer something for everyone.

For seniors 55 and over, there is a low 
impact exercise program that will take place 
at St. John’s United Church in Alliston.

This program will take place over six 
weeks from Jan. 21 to Feb. 25, from 10:30 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

This interactive program focuses on low-
impact exercise and stretching.

Zumba for Seniors is an aerobic fitness 

program that combines Latin and interna-
tional music with dance choreography. It 
features interval-style workouts that alter-
nate between beginner to intermediate inten-
sity movements to improve cardiovascular 
health.

There is no experience required and no 
judgment of participants – just smiles and 
dancing.

This program will take place from Friday, 
Jan. 16 to Friday, Feb. 13, at 54 Holland St. 
West, in Bradford from 11:15 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m.

The Healthy Cooking on a Budget program 
will take place at several locations around the 
region in January.

Participants will learn healthy new recipes, 
tips for the kitchen, and how to stretch your 
grocery budget.

Classes will take place at:

• Monday, Jan. 19, Everett 
Legion, 6190 County Rd. 13, 
in Everett. 1:00 p.m.;

� Tuesday, Jan 20, Innisfil 
Legion, 1017 Robinson St. 
Bell Ewart. 1:00 p.m.;

• Wednesday, Jan. 21, Allis-
ton Legion, 111 Dufferin St. 
S., Alliston. 1:00 p.m.;

• Tuesday, Jan 27, Bradford 
Legion, 115 Back St., Brad-
ford. 1:00 p.m.;

• Wednesday, Jan 28, Tot-
tenham Legion, 25 Richmond 
St., Tottenham. 1:00 p.m..

For more information 
or to register for programs 
via email, reach out to pro-
grams@contactcommunity-
services.ca.

AMBER Alerts save live: Your help could mean the di�erence for a child in danger, says OPP
January 13 marks AMBER Alert Aware-

ness Day, and the Ontario Provincial Police 
(OPP) is reminding Ontarians that AMBER 
Alerts are a call for the public’s help to find a 
child in danger.

An AMBER Alert is an emergency 
broadcast that is issued in the event of a 
child abduction. It is only issued when the 
abducted child is believed to be at imminent 
risk of bodily harm or death.

When the alert is issued, the description 

of the child (and, if available, the alleged 
suspect or involved vehicle) is immediately 
broadcast through television, radio and LTE-
connected and compatible wireless devices 
via Alert Ready, Canada’s emergency alert-
ing system.

The issuing of an AMBER Alert is not 
taken lightly. Before an AMBER Alert is 
issued, specific guidelines must be met, and 
all of the following criteria must be satisfied�

1. The law enforcement agency believes 

a child under 18 years of age has been 
abducted.

2. The law enforcement agency believes 
the child is in danger of serious bodily harm 
or death.

3. There is enough descriptive information 
about one or more of the following: the child, 
the abductor, and/or the vehicle, which is suf-
ficient to allow the law enforcement agency 
to believe that an immediate broadcast alert 
will help in locating the child.

During an AMBER Alert, time is critical. If 
you see or hear an alert, you should watch for 
the child, suspect and/or vehicle described, 
and report tips or sightings immediately by 
calling 9-1-1.

Calling 911 to complain about an AMBER 
Alert is considered public mischief and may 
result in charges.

Learn more about AMBER Alerts and 
how you can help by visiting opp.ca/
AMBERAlert.

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES!



Societal change on full display at Revolution Now exhibit in Aurora
BY BROCK WEIR
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The more Ava Dedier learns about her roots 
and her culture, the more complete she feels 
as a person.

The Markham-raised artist knew a fair bit 
about her family’s roots in Trinidad, but knew 
all too well that so much of their African heritage 
had been lost along the way. But it is through her 
art that she found a way to help fill in the blanks, 
and the results of this poignant journey are now 
on display at Aurora’s Royal Rose Gallery in 
Rise Together, a celebration of artists who have 
been impacted by Revolution Now.

Revolution Now, a social movement co-
founded by Aurora teacher Megan Glanfield, 
aims to create visibility, opportunity and com-
munity for marginalized and racialized peo-
ple. Since its inception, it has raised tens of 
thousands of dollars to support youth through 
scholarships and donations to non-profits.

The work of several youth who have been 
supported through these scholarships was in 

the spotlight on Friday evening when members 
of the community gathered at the Downtown 
Aurora gallery for Rise Together’s opening 
reception.

The reception was both a fundraiser for 
future scholarships as well as a way to show-
case success stories coming out of the program 
to ticket-holders and dignitaries, including 
Newmarket-Aurora MPP Dawn Gallagher 
Murphy and Aurora Mayor Tom Mrakas.

'edier first became involved with Revolu-
tion Now as a Grade 12 student in Unionville 
when, as a budding artist, she secured a schol-
arship through the program.

“It just kind of solidified all the hard work 
I’ve been doing throughout Grade 12 and all 
my life, and to know that there’s scholarships 
for Black youth and people like me, and young 
girls, it just felt very empowering because 
usually you don’t find organizations that sup-
port specific groups of people, but I felt very 
seen and very heard when I got it, and I was 
super-happy.”

As part of the show at Royal Rose, which 

runs through to the end of January, Dedier 
selected three works from her 17-piece collec-
tion called Trendsetters, with each piece rep-
resenting a different African god or goddess.

“I used art as a way to reconnect with my 
lost heritage and research and learn and make 
art in turn,” she explains, pointing to the por-
trait-style works that incorporate vivid, tradi-
tional textiles. “My family is from Trinidad 
by way of Africa and I know a lot about the 
Trinidadian part, but lots about the African tra-
ditions and stories, folklore and stuff got really 
lost. I realized that was a big problem because I 
wanted to know where I came from originally.

“Through my art, I used the research to gain 
more insight into that culture and I actually 
learned how to sew from a Ghanian seam-
stress. I felt as I was making the artworks it 
was more than just art; it was the people I was 
meeting with and connecting with and the sto-
ries I was learning to gain more information.”

Dedier’s father, Robert, says the opportu-
nities Ava has had through Revolution Now, 
including this chance to explore their collec-
tive roots through their art has been “amazing.”

“It’s a breath of fresh air,” says Robert of 
Revolution Now’s commitment to racialized, 
marginalized, or otherwise under-represented 
populations. In the art world itself, especially 
in Canada, racialized people make up a small 
percentage of the work that’s being shown. Ini-
tially, my daughter asked, ‘Do you think people 
will like my art because it’s Black-centred?’ I 
said, of course they’re going to like your art… 

What it did for her was kind of broke that men-
tality that she doesn’t have a voice and she 
realized she was being taken serious as an art-
ist. This opportunity in itself changed a lot of 
her perspective.

“I’m a big advocate for knowing and 
remembering who we are, where we came 
from, and being proud of that. In teaching my 
daughter that aspect of herself, she was able 
to find herself and she was able to teach me 
things I never knew. We were able to discover 
and learn together.”

This is a sentiment very much shared by 
Ava.

“I really hope my art just sparks conversa-
tions,” says the University of Western Ontario 
student. “If there’s something that they didn’t 
know before, but they are interested in, I’m 
glad that I can be that source of knowledge for 
them because I feel most of the gaps in either 
representation or things of that nature just occur 
from lack of knowledge. I like being able to 
educate while I show my art at the same time.

“As a person, I am someone who loves to 
learn and I feel like the more I learn about 
myself, and my roots and my culture, the more 
I can really feel whole as a person. I feel like 
especially since I am very young, I’m still kind 
of finding myself, learning more about what 
I’m passionate about, like art and culture, and 
it just builds me as a person and the woman 
I’m becoming.”

For more information about Revolution 
Now, visit revolution-now.ca.

EX PLORING  HER ROOTS  – A va D edier is p ictu red w ith a sel ection of her w ork ,  on disp l ay now  
at A u rora’ s Royal  Rose G al l ery.    B ROC K  WEIR PHOTO
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Rufus and Magic - the two most handsome and 
playful guys. These 7 year old male cats are 
great pals and would do great in a home 
together. They love to greet people, play with 
wand toys, and patrol the sanctuary. Magic 
loves pets, and Rufus is learning too. They are 
volunteer - favourites.
Both are neutered, microchipped, dewormed, 
vaccinated, � ea treated. 
Adoption fee is $275 each or $400 for the pair.
Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.
519-278-0707 

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

Rufus and 
Magic

adopt
a cat

We are a friendly, family run music school, providing a fun, positive, creative 
place for training in vocals, guitar, piano, ukulele, drums and more.
Ex t r a  s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d e :  Royal Conservatory piano, audition prep,
singer/songwriter clinics, creating social media platforms like YouTube and
Instagram, and contacts with recording services. We offer two recitals every 
year for the students to showcase their accomplishments!

COME AND FIND   YOUR TALENT WITH US!

We are a friendly, family run music school, providing a fun, positive, creative 
place for training in vocals, guitar, piano, ukulele, drums and more.

DISCOVER
THE JOY

OF MUSIC!

Instagram, and contacts with recording services. We offer two recitals every 

We are l ocated at 5 6 2 V ictoria S t. E .,  b eside Wil ton’ s F l ooring
7 0 5 . 2 5 0 . S TA R ( 7 8 2 7 )  |  E mail  RS M A A l l iston@ gmail .com
w w w .risingstarmu sicacademy.ca  |   F ol l ow  u s on F aceb ook !

128 Main Street East, Shelburne, L9V 3K5
519-925-1215

*CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE HEARING TEST

Hearing Loss 
Is Making 
You Tired
(Don’t Blame The Season)
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King resident gives a voice to dogs, looking for volunteers and fosters
BY MARK PAVILONS

A King resident is speaking up for the most 
loyal among us – dogs.

Kalynn Borland volunteers with Across the 
Ocean Rescue, a dog-rescue organization serv-
ing the GTA.

“Right now, we are overwhelmed. We have 
an influx of large-breed dogs — many of them 
still puppies — who were born for wide-open 
land, family protection, and purposeful living,” 
she said.

With a heavy heart, she’s reaching out in the 
hopes of saving “the lives of several incredible 
dogs who desperately need our community’s 
help.”

The real goal is to advocate for adoptions 
over buying from breeders.

“Without fosters we can’t save lives. Shel-
ters are literally over flowing and dogs are 
being euthanized at alarming rates. It’s heart 
breaking.”

She pointed to breeds like the Turkish .an-
gal, for example, who are innately gentle 
guardians: calm, loving, tender house com-
panions. Yet outside, they are brave protectors 
who naturally deter coyotes and predators.

“They are some of the most extraordinary 
dogs I’ve ever met — loyal, intuitive, and 

deeply bonded to their families.
“But these dogs have nowhere to go. Shel-

ters across Ontario are overflowing. The eutha-
nasia rate is rising at a terrifying pace.”

Borland said that people continue to buy 
from breeders — often simply because they 
don’t understand fostering, or they believe res-
cue dogs are “damaged.”

“I wish everyone could meet these dogs. 
They are anything but broken. They’re perfect 
souls who just need a safe place to land,” she 
stressed.

Her organization is “desperate for fosters and 
adopters in .ing, Schomberg, Nobleton, and 
surrounding areas, especially those with land 
or larger properties. Even temporarily opening 
your home can be the difference between life 
and death for these dogs.”

Borland relayed the stories of three Kangals:
Hopper is a three-legged Kangal who 

doesn’t know he’s any different. He’s great 
with dogs, cats, kids — literally everyone’s 
favourite playmate. His joy is contagious. He 
would thrive on a property where he can roam 
safely and nap in the sun.

Luna is a young Kangal pup with a soft, gen-
tle soul. She’s shy at first, but once she opens 
up, she becomes the sweetest, most cuddly 
companion. She is naturally protective of her 

home and incredibly loving inside it.
'usty is a survivor of heartbreaking cruelty. 

His ears were cut off with scissors as a puppy, 
yet he remains one of the most loyal dogs I’ve 
ever met. Dusty needs someone with a large 
estate or acreage — a person he can attach his 
heart to and follow everywhere.

“These dogs — and so many others — are 
running out of time,” she said. “We are at the 
point where fosters and adopters determine 
whether they live.”

Borland is asking the public for help.
“.ing Township has always been a com-

munity that steps up, especially when animals 
are involved. I truly believe that if people just 
knew the reality, they would open their homes 
and hearts.”

Kalynn’s journey has taken her around the 
world.

She began her career working as a steward-
ess on private yachts and private jet, traveling 
internationally while dedicating her spare time 
to volunteering at animal shelters. After leav-
ing the industry to pursue her true calling, she 
moved to South Africa, where she focused on 
community outreach, education, dog rescue, 
and assisting in veterinary clinics with surger-
ies. She also devoted time to supporting young 
girls rescued from sex trafficking, helping 

them with chores, schoolwork, meals and even 
taught them how to play dodgeball.

Kalynn returned to Canada to put down 
roots when CO9I' hit. .alynn needed a furry 
friend and thus adopted Obi, a rescue dog 
from Rwanda, who quickly became her great-
est inspiration. Soon after, she realized her 
place wasn’t in the city but outside it, closer to 
nature and the life she wanted to create. There 
she met Ali, and together they began fostering 
dogs from around the world finding them lov-
ing homes, and advocating fostering as a path 
to adoption.

The Obi Project was born from the journey 
of a very special dog named Obi. Rescued in 
Rwanda, Obi was given a second chance at 
life through the care of compassionate shelter 
called WAG. There, he was neutered, vacci-
nated, and prepared for his long trip to Canada, 
where he became part of our family. His story 
is one of survival, compassion, and the power 
of proper care – and it’s the inspiration behind 
our mission.

This spark led Borland to continue her 
work through Across the Ocean. Everyone is 
committed to giving countless dogs the same 
opportunity: free from unnecessary suffering.

For more, visit theobiproject.com or email 
info@theobiproject.com

Caledon Sports Hall of Fame ready to welcome attendees to the 2026 Induction Ceremony
BY JIM STEWART

Barrie Shepley had just completed the 
Caledon Agriculture Board meeting when we 
snuck in a wide-ranging phone call on a Sat-
urday afternoon.

It’s a busy time of the year for Shepley 
who’s preparing to host the Caledon Sport 
Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony for the 
third consecutive time. The Chair of the 
CSHOF acknowledged “the interesting chal-

lenges involved in recognizing over one hun-
dred years of sports in Caledon and the ridicu-
lously amazing achievements.  There’s a lot 
of great people to recognize and, for such a 
small community, so many have done brilliant 
things.”

The indefatigable Chair noted that “it’s an 
honor to dig into the files to see the careers 
and contributions of these deserving athletes 
and builders.”

Shepley was honored to be enshrined by 

the Selection Committee during the 2025 cer-
emony and admitted it was a moving experi-
ence.

“Part of my jam is getting people active 
and I’ve been inspired by these people, by 
their stories and remarkable achievements—
to think that we’ve attended the same com-
munity religious services and shopped at the 
same grocery store.  It’s that connection that 
I felt.”

Shepley saw the need to recognize area 

residents who had contributed mightily to 
athletics in the Town of Caledon: “Ten years 
ago, I wondered why we didn’t have a Sports 
Hall of Fame in Caledon. I spoke with some 
Councillors who were very supportive and 
saw the importance of celebrating its athletes, 
coaches, convenors, media, and even league 
executives who spent decades organizing 
sports for kids. 

Continued on Page 19
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Alliston Hornets maintain three-point lead over Stayner Siskins
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Alliston Hornets maintain fi rst place in 
the North Carruthers Division of the Provin-
cial Junior Hockey League after losing one 
game then following up with a win in their 
regular Friday night home game on Friday, 
Jan. 9.

The fi rst game of the week had the Hornets 
in Stayner to take on the Siskins on Thursday, 
Jan. 8.

Alliston scored fi rst early in the fi rst period 
on a goal from Noah Prokopec.

It was a short-lived lead as the Siskins fi red 
back and scored three fi rst period goals to take 
a 3-1 lead.

The second period saw the Alliston team put 
out a good effort scoring two to tie the game 

to make the third period all that mattered when 
the teams returned to the ice after the break.

Second period Alliston goals came from 
Tristen Pitt and Gunner .irk.

Neither team could do much for the fi rst half 
of the third period.

Stayner scored at 14�05 into the frame and 
the Hornets could not match it.

The game ended with a 4-3 win for the Sis-
kins.

“It was a good game,” said Alliston forward 
Gunner .irk of the team’s performance on the 
ice. “We came out hot and we scored the fi rst 
goal. We fell off for a few minutes and they 
capitalized and got a quick couple of goals. 
The rest of the game was all us. We came 
back hard and tied the game up. It was a tight 
game.”

The Hornets were back at it the following 

night when they hosted the Innisfi l Spartans.
Alliston opened the scoring in the fi rst 

period on goals from Mark Coish and Nick 
Lamont.

Tristen Pitt scored early in the second period 
to give the Hornets a 3-0 lead.

Innisfi l got their fi rst marker of the night at 
4�01 into the period.

Gunner .irk scored at the midway mark fol-
lowed by another Alliston goal from Cameron 
Lamont.

The Spartans scored late in the period.
The action continued in the third period 

when Coish got his second of the game just 22 
seconds into the period.

The Spartans notched two third period goals 
to threaten the lead.

Jonathan Beausart scored the fi nal goal of 
the night to give the Hornets a 7-4 win.

“Tonight’s game, I think we took away 
from the last game that our physicality is a big 
thing,” .irk said. “We can’t let other teams 
push us around. It was just a good environ-
ment on the bench tonight. We’re playing a bit 
more aggressive. We want to get in there and 
pressure the goalie and make the goalie have 
to see around us.”

After the weekend, the Hornets are still in 
fi rst place in the 'ivision with 48 points – 
three points ahead of the second place Stayner 
Siskins.

The Orillia Terriers are in third place fol-
lowed by the Penetang .ings.

The Hornets now have three road games.
They will return to home ice at the New 

Tecumseth Recreation Centre on Friday, Jan. 
23, to host the Penetang .ings.

Game time is 7�30 p.m.

A  WIN A ND  A  LOS S  – T he A l l iston H ornets took  a l oss then fol l ow ed u p  w ith a w in 
in b ack - to- b ack  games on J an. 8  and 9 . T hey took  a 4- 3  l oss to the S tayner S isk ins,  
then returned to home ice and had a �-� win over the Innisfi ll Spartans. Alliston players 
C ameron L amont and M ark  C oish crow d the net du ring the second p eriod of F riday’ s 
game against Innisfi l.               
              B RIA N LOC K HA RT PHOTO

Alliston Cornhole Club o� ers new players a chance to get into the game
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

It is a fairly new activity that has been 
gaining popularity across North America.

Cornhole uses beanbags that are tossed at 
a raised board with a hole in it. The goal is 
to toss the beanbag into the hole or knock 
another one into it.

Players compete for points in a fun and 
relaxing atmosphere.

The Alliston Cornhole Club is hoping to 
attract new players by introducing a 'evel-
oping Players division.

The Club announced that they will be start-
ing “a relaxed, no-pressure space designed 
just for those who are learning the game or 
building confi dence. If you’re new to join-
ing us but have experience playing, let us 
know and together we’ll fi nd the sport best 
for you.”

The new developing player competition 

will feature separate sets of boards for new 
players, the option to throw from shorter dis-
tances, and a fun, supportive environment 
where you can learn without stress.

No player has to use the shorter distance, 
but it will be available if you want it.

If enough players turn out for game night, 
the Club will have two groups – experienced 
players and developing players.

The Club stresses that “Cornhole should 
be fun, welcoming, and something everyone 

can enjoy – no matter where you’re starting 
from.”

If you’ve been watching from the sidelines 
and want to join the fun, this is your chance 
to give it a try.

You can secure your spot at a game by vis-
iting online at share.scoreholio.com�ejkqe;-
ukJZb.

You can also visit the Alliston Cornhole 
Club Facebook or Instagram page for more 
information.
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Call VICKI MEISNER 519-278-1700
or vicki@lpcmedia.ca

Advertise with
us today!

TheTimesNewTecumseth

Partnership will provide enhanced softball player development
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Tottenham Beeton District Minor 
Softball Association has announced a new 
player development partnership with New 
Tec Baseball and the Tottenham Softball 
Clinic to expand high-quality local training 
opportunities for softball athletes of all ages 
and skill levels.

This partnership strengthens the softball 
pathway in the community by providing pro-
fessional coaching, structured skill develop-
ment programs, and clear progression oppor-
tunities. This includes training for first-time 
players learning the fundamentals to athletes 
preparing for Select and Rep-level competi-
tion.

“We are thrilled to partner with New Tec 
Baseball and the Tottenham Softball Clinic,” 
said TBDMSA president Kevin Boston. 
“This partnership allows us to offer consis-
tent, professional instruction and multiple 
entry points into the game while supporting 
long-term player development for our ath-
letes.”

The Tottenham Softball Clinic has had 
several training sessions over the past several 
years.

“The Tottenham Softball Clinic is a grass-
roots organization designed to grow the sport 

of softball in New Tecumseth,” explained 
founder Sasha Laroque. “The idea behind 
the TSC is to provide programs for kids to 
take a break from screens, learn fundamen-
tal softball skills, and interact with other 
softball players in a safe, non-competitive 
environment. We pride ourselves in creat-
ing a foundation for athletes to discover their 
own true potential, and we aim to help them 
move forward wherever they are at in their 
softball journey. We have helped kids grow 
from house league to rep, transition between 
softball and baseball, and now we are helping 
to grow our local leagues and academies with 
the select team program and private clinics/
summer Camps.”

Jaineel Purohit, co-founder of New Tec 
Baseball, said the partnership will support all 
ball players.

“At New Tec Baseball, our vision is to cre-
ate a structured, professional, and inclusive 
environment where every athlete can thrive,” 
Purohit said. “This partnership reinforces our 
commitment to supporting all ball players—
whether they’re just starting or striving for 
elite performance—by fostering growth, con-
fidence, and a positive, community-driven 
experience.”

Registration for the Indoor Pitching Clinic, 
which was slated to begin Jan. 14, is avail-
able online at tottenhamsoftballclinic.ca.

S TING ERS  S TUNG  – T he S t. T homas A q u inas C athol ic S econdary S chool  S tingers 
senior b oys’  b aske tb al l  team take  on S t. Jo an of A rc C athol ic H igh S chool  from B arrie 
in the gym at S T A  on T hu rsday,  Ja n. 8 . T he S tingers p l ayed a good game b u t had to 
settl e for a 6 3 - 5 3  l oss.                B RIA N LOC K HA RT PHOTO

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER!
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SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION   
    

6048 HIGHWAY 9, 
SCHOMBERG

800-843-1732
FIREPLACESTOP.COM

Family Owned Business 
Established In 1987

EMBRACE THE WARMTH OF A DAVINCI FIREPLACE...
THE PERFECT ADDITION TO ANY HOME OR COTTAGE.

HAPPY

     FROM OUR 
HOME TO YOURS
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TRAFFIC
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequa.

ROAD WATCH
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, an-
teposuerit litterarum formas humanita-
tis per seacula quarta decima et quinta 
decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc no-
bis videntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes 

in futurum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam non-
ummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 

ALCOHOL & DRIVING
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hen-

drerit in vulputate velit esse molestie con-
sequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto 
odio dignissim qui blandit praesent lup-
tatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim as-
sum ypi non habent claritatem insitam; est 
usus legenti.

THEFT
Fiant sollemnes in futurum. Lorem ip-

sum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing 
elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tinc-
idunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor 
in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse moles-
tie

CRIMINAL CHARGES
Consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat 

nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 
iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim.

DOMESTIC DISPUTES
Qui facit eorum claritatem. Investiga-

tiones demonstraverunt lectores legere me 
lius quod ii legunt saepius. Claritas est 
etiam processus dynamicus, qui sequitur 
mutationem consuetudium lectorum. Mi-
rum est notare quam littera gothica, quam 
nunc putamus parum claram, anteposuerit 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum do-
lore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blan-
dit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue 
duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. 

SUBHEAD
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, ante-
posuerit litterarum formas humanitatis per 
seacula quarta decima et quinta decima. 
Eodem modo typi, qui nunc nobis videntur 
parum clari, fiant sollemnes in futurum. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 

aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 

Road Watch plays role 
in keeping roads safe

NEW TECUMSETH TIMES

OPP REPORT
1-888-310-1122

BASEBAR

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con-
sect etuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut 
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim ve-
niam, quis nostrud exerci tation ul-
lamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit esse mo-
lestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu 
feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim 
qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril 
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait 
nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta no-
bis eleifend option congue nihil im-

Rollover
injures

Tottenham

New poll on fatigued and drowsy
driving reveals serious problem

EARLUG EARLUG

St. John Ambulance
announces new branch manager

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consect etuer adipiscing elit, 
sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis 
autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit 

esse molestie consequat, vel 
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accum-
san et iusto odio dignissim qui 
blandit praesent luptatum zz-
ril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum 
soluta nobis eleifend option 
congue nihil imperdiet dom-
ing id quod mazim placerat 
facer possim assum. Typi non 

Morris Samson
St. John Ambulance
New Branch Manger

6048 Highway 9, 
Schomberg

800-843-1732
Family Owned Business

Established In 1987

COME IN TODAY FOR A GREAT DEAL! Inserts • Linear • Traditional
Free Standing • All Styles

HIGHEST QUALITY, RELIABLE BRANDS

Don’t go fi shing for your news, community highlights, current events and more!
THE NEW TECUMSETH TIMES HAS YOU COVERED
ONLINE AT NEWTECTIMES.COM AND IN PRINT EVERY THURSDAY. 

If you have a story idea or upcoming 
event you’d like to share with us, email 
newtectimeseditorial@gmail.com

Vehicle collision leads to drug seizure by OPP in New Tecumseth
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Two individuals have been charged fol-
lowing a two-vehicle collision that led to an 
impaired investigation, multiple charges and 
a drug seizure in the Town of New Tecums-
eth.

Shortly after 10:00 p.m. on Jan. 6, 2026, 
Nottawasaga OPP responded to a two-vehi-
cle collision at the intersection of 4th Line 
and Sideroad 15 in New Tecumseth.

Officers located the vehicles in the ditch 
and began an investigation.

As a result of the investigation, officers 
arrested two occupants from one of the 

involved vehicles.
Officers also seized a substantial quantity 

of suspected cocaine from the vehicle.
The driver of the vehicle, Jordyn Cayer, 

26, of New Tecumseth, has been charged 
with:

• Possession of a Schedule 1 substance for 
the purpose of trafficking – cocaine;

� Public Mischief;
� 'riving while under suspension;
• Driving motor vehicle or boat with can-

nabis readily available;
� 'riving motor vehicle or boat with liquor 

readily available;
The charges have not been proven.
The vehicle’s passenger, John McGuin-

nigle, 34, of New Tecumseth, has been 
charged with:

• Possession of a Schedule 1 substance for 
the purpose of trafficking – cocaine;

• Permit motor vehicle to be operated 
without insurance;

� Having liquor in open container in unau-
thorized place.

The charges have not been proven.
One individual was transported to hospital 

by EMS with minor injuries after the crash.
Both accused parties were released on a 

Form 10 Undertaking and are scheduled to 
attend the Ontario Court of Justice in Brad-
ford with a future court date to answer to the 
charges.

South Simcoe Police investigating robbery involving two young male suspects
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Members of the Nottawasaga Detach-
ment of the Ontario Provincial Police have 
charged one individual with impaired driv-
ing following a traffic complaint for a sus-

pected impaired driver.
Shortly before 12:00 a.m. on Wednes-

day, 'ec. 31, 2025, officers responded 
to a traffic complaint regarding an SU9 
unable to maintain its lane and veering 
into oncoming traffic on Highway 89, east 
of Alliston.

Officers located the vehicle and initiated 
a traffic stop.

As a result of the investigation, officers 
arrested the driver for impaired driving.

William Robertson, 29, of New Tecums-
eth, has been charged with:

� Operation while impaired – blood drug 

concentration �80 plus�
• Driving while under suspension
The accused was released on a Form 10 

Undertaking and is scheduled to attend the 
Ontario Court of Justice in Bradford at a 
later date to answer to the charges.

The charges have not been proven in court.

Driver arrested, charged with impaired after alleged speeding and stunt driving
Members of the Nottawasaga Detachm-

Members of the Nottawasaga Detachment 
of the Ontario Provincial Police �OPP� have 
charged one individual with impaired driv-
ing, speeding and stunt driving following a 
traffic stop.

“On Friday January 9, 2026, shortly before 
10�00 pm, an officer of the Nottawasaga 
OPP, while conducting traffic enforcement, 
observed a motor vehicle travelling more 

than 70 km an hour over the speed limit on 
County Road 10,” say Police. “A traffic stop 
was initiated a short time later and signs of 
impairment were observed.”

As a result of the investigation, officers 
arrested the driver for impaired driving.

The driver, Travis Dopheide, 34, of Barrie, 
has been charged with:

• Operation while impaired - blood alco-
hol concentration �80 plus�;

• Operation while impaired - alcohol and 
drugs;

� 'rive Motor 9ehicle - Perform stunt - 
Excessive speed;

• Speeding 50+ Km/h over posted limit.
The charges have not been proven.
The accused party was released on a 

Form 10 Undertaking, received a 90 day 
licence suspension, and had their vehicle 
impounded.

“The OPP remains committed to keep-
ing Ontario roads safe from impaired driv-
ers. If you suspect that someone is driving 
while impaired by alcohol or drugs, call 
9-1-1 immediately to report it. You can also 
provide information anonymously by con-
tacting Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS 
�8477�. When you contact Crime Stoppers, 
you stay anonymous, and you never have to 
testify.”
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WE PAY CASH for 
scrap vehicles - any 
size. We also buy 
construction and farm 
equipment. Open 7 
days a week. Call 
905-859-0817 (Peter)

505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat processing facil-
ity from Arthur immediately requires 16 Whole-
sale and Retail Butchers with a minimum of 2 to 
3 years of direct hands on experience in meat 
cutting and processing. Duties include cutting 
and sectioning of meat, skinning and removing 
blemishes, deboning rabbits and chickens, cut-
ting meat into specialized cuts and preparing for 
wholesale and retail sales. HS diploma or equiva-
lent required. Positions off ered are permanent full 
time and salary is $16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, 
OT after 44 hrs a week. Please apply in person at 
7597 Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@
abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-2793 or 
via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

406 VEHICLES WANTED

Porsche 356/911/912, 
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have, 

I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars. 
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride 

and joy that is fully restored. I’ll pay CASH. 

Call David 

905-367-7217

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!

WANTED
CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

416-802-9999
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

A beautiful, custom made pendant. Contains 
a genuine silver Zoman coin of 'ordian /// 
(AD 22ϱͲ2ϰϰ). Solid 10 kt. gold frame and 
large bail, with genuine .20 diamond of 

above average cut and clarity. Deasures ũust 
over 1 inch (ϯ cm.) in diameter and weighs 

10 grams. Asking $1,ϴ00.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com

Ancient Scythian short sword, dating to 
roughly 200 BC. A very nice, preserved 

specimen at 22” long. With wood stand. 
Scythian pommel swords (a variation of 

akinakes), were characteristic of Scythian 
and Sarmatian nomadic cultures in Eurasia. 

Discovered in Ukraine. Professionally 
cleaned and sealed with micro wax. A great, 

rare collectible. Asking $1,200.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com

SEASONED
FIREWOOD
647-237-5537

Face Cord $170
Bush Cord $500

Sm a l l e r  a m o u n t s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e .
We  d e l i v e r .

1153  Ca n a l  Rd ,
B r a d f o r d , O N L 3 Z  4 E2

QUALITY FIREWOOD
Seasoned Firewood

$425/Bush Cord.
Fresh cut

$350/Bush Cord.
Call 905-729-2303 or

705-440-6450
Truckloads of firewood

logs now available

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

Grass fed/finished Angus 
freezer beef for sale. Sides, 

quarters and bundles.

 Valleybrook Farm
905-460-4662, 

blackcow@sympatico.ca

ADVERTISING LOCALLY WORKS!
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Please
recycle this 
ne� paper

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS
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804 SERVICES

ALL JUNK 
REMOVAL

416-876-2219

BASEMENTS • YARDS 
GARAGES • GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

SMALL MOVES • ODD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates

Text pictures for a qute to:Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:
416-876-2219

808 STORAGE

If Drinking Has Become 
a Problem We Can Help

416-487-5591
Or Call Toll Free in Ontario

1-877-404-5591
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

www.aatoronto.org

STORAGE
AVAILABLE:

20 yard sea can con-
tainer for storage lo-
cated in Nobleton. 
Safe location. For more 
information, please call 
905-859-0817

909 PERSONALS

Remember your loved
ones in a special way...

IN MEMORIAMS
$40 + HST

Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - Bessey
AuctionsAuctionsAuctionsAuctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur
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DEADLINES
Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5�00 

p.m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE 
ACCEPT 9ISA, MASTERCAR', AN' AMERICAN E;PRESS PAY-

MENTS O9ER THE PHONE

Classifi eds
Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale? 
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

Call, text or email anytime. Call: 519-288-2228 • Text ONLY: 519-938-1315
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com  | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com

438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne)

PRESENTS - SOME AWESOME UPCOMING AUCTIONS!
JAN 22ND & 23RD – Currency Collector’s Auction - Features: A large assortment of 
coins including 2024 CDN $5 Silver Dollar Coin; 1984 RCM Silver Dollar Coin – Anniversary 
of Toronto; 1910-1965 CDN 50 Cent Silver Coins; 1967 CDN Centennial 22KT Gold & 
Silver Proof Set; 1954 CDN $10 Banknote; 1923 Dominion of Canada 25 Cent Shinplaster; 
1937 CDN $50 Banknote; $5-$100 CDN CCCS Graded Banknotes; The War of 1812 RCM 
Collection; 1971 U.S. Eisenhower Uncirculated Silver Dollar; 1965-2015 RCM Proof Sets; 
Denomination Coin Sets; Sequential Banknotes; Uncirculated Coins; International Currency 
including Lincoln Head Cents, Great Britain Pennies and so much more.

JAN 30TH – Antiques, Collectibles & Quality Household Items

FEB 6TH – Canvas, Carvings & Keepsakes 
                   / Art & Jewelry & Gems

FEB 17–21ST – Straight Shooter Sale

MAR 5TH & 6TH – Sports Memorabilia / 
                                 Trains & Toys / Advertising Collectibles

MAR 25-27TH – The Roger Had�eld Estate Auction for 
                             Militaria and Firearms

Robert Gordon Phillips
Peacefully, surrounded by his family, at Bethell 
Hospice, Inglewood, on �ursday, January 8, 
2026, Robert Phillips, at the age of 79 years, 
beloved husband of Susan.  Loving father of 
Trevor, Kevin, Tara and her husband Paul 
Inman.  Cherished grandfather of Hailey and 
Courteney.  Dear son of the late Frances and 
�omas Phillips.  Dear brother of Carolyn, 
Wayne, Gary and the late Judy Phillips.  �e 
family received their friends at the Egan 
Funeral Home, 203 Queen St. S. (Hwy. 50), 
Bolton (905-857-2213) on Monday a�ernoon 
2 – 4 and evening 6 – 8 o’clock.  A Lions 
Service was held on Monday evening at 7:30 
o’clock.  Funeral service was held in the chapel 
on Tuesday morning, January 13 at 11 o’clock.  
Interment Nobleton Community Cemetery.  
In lieu of �owers, memorial donations may be 
made to Bethell Hospice Foundation (bethell-
hospice.org).  Condolences for the family may 
be o�ered at www.EganFuneralHome.com

Elizabeth Dean
Aug. 26, 2008 - Jan. 18, 2024

Never Not Remember You
I know you’re up in heaven
But damn it hurts like hell
Cause I’d just be pretending
If said anything else
And I know God don’t make mistakes
But this sure feels like one
That won’t change the facts
That won’t bring you back

So I’ll cry cause it’s over
And smile because we had you
Packed a whole lot of living
Even though it ended all too soon
And in time I’ll start healing
But even when I get that feeling
No matter where I go or what I do
I’ll never not remember you

Thank God for all the memories
And pictures on my phone
They don’t �ll the empty
But I feel less alone
And I know you’re with the angels
Right where you belong
Cause you were one to us
You left a legacy of love

You lighting up a whole room like that
You made us think, made us feel, made us all laugh
You always giving us your love
I miss you bad, I miss you bad

So I’ll cry cause it’s over
Smile because we had you
Pack a whole lot of living
Even though it ended all too soon
And in time I’ll start healing
But even when I get that feeling
No matter where I go or what I do
I’ll never not remember you

Oh I promise you
I’ll never not remember you

Beloved daughter to Brad and Meghan Dean,
loved little sister to Connor Dean
Cherished granddaughter to George and Lorie 
Dean, Margaret and Murray Crawley
Missed dearly by all her aunts, uncles, cousins,
and extended family and friends.
Fly free with the Butter�ies our sweet angel baby girl.
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PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

ALLISTON
FENCE

(705) 250-7711 • (416) 993-0711

RESIDENTAL • FARM
COMMERCIAL

CHAIN LINK FENCE
4’ & 5’ HIGH BLACK CHAIN LINK,
ALWAYS IN STOCK
WOOD FENCE • WROUGHT IRON FENCE
FARM FENCE • BOBCAT SERVICE
DEMOLITIONS • SUBCONTRACTOR
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK/
ALLISTONFENCE

TEMPO ALUMINUM COMPANY LTD.

SIDING  |  SOFFIT  |  FASCIA
EAVESTROUGH

705-770-2290   •   416-889-0807

Your Satisfaction is our Reputation

CARPET CLEANING

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

fullsteamcarpetcare.com • fullsteamcarpet@gmail.com
TF 1-844-755-3047 OR 416-709-3129

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED • 20+  YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Three RoomsThree Rooms
Carpet Cleaning Special

FULL STEAM

$129 Pre�:pottinN ࠮
urniture 4o]inN- ࠮
eodoriainN+ ࠮
olour )riNOteninN* ࠮

�4a_. ��� sq. ft.
per room� � /:; >0;/ *6<P65

✃

C
O
U
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O
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SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

AD
If you are 

reading this ad, 
our advertising 

works!

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

FENCING

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

OPEN

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA

MORTGAGE
BROKERS

Carol Freeman
Mortgage Broker

5 1 9 - 9 2 5 - 6 7 0 0  X 1 0 2  
C ELL:  5 1 9 - 9 3 8 - 6 5 1 8  

FA X :  5 1 9 - 9 2 5 - 6 8 0 0
c f r e e m a n @ d o m i n i o n l e n d i n g . c a

WWW. C A ROLFREEM A N. C A

519-925-6700
CELL: 519-938-6518

carolfreemanmortgages@gmail.com

www.carolfreeman.ca

DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group   
FSRA #13717   Independently Owned and Operated

www.carolfreeman.ca

CELL: 519-938-6518
FAX: 519-925-6800

cfreeman@dominionlending.ca

CAROL FREEMAN
MORTGAGE BROKER

211 Main St. E. Shelburne, ON

PAINTING

RENOVATIONS

RENOVATIONS

705-440-3336

QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP

AT AN
HONEST
PRICE

www.capstonereno.com
FULLY INSURED - FINANCING AVAILABLE

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Basements
Flooring & Tile •  Additions • Decks
Gazebos • Pergolas • We do it all

NEW YEAR TILE & BATH DEALS
A�ordable • Reliable • Local

Tile installs & bathroom renos

      416-881-2371
Email Luigi@ddesignsltd.com 

BACKSPLASH PROMO starting @ $499+HST

)

647-290-1779     647-281-9992

Carbone 
Home Renovations

Windows & Doors • Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring • Basements

Full Bathroom Renovations • Fences & Decks

ROOFING

1-877-713-6837  |  www.guaranteedroofi ng.ca
Located in King Township since 1994

The Local Roofi ng Experts That You Can Trust

ASK ABOUT
ROOF REJUVENATION

SAVE UP TO

85%
OVER THE COST
OF A NEW ROOF

• Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years
• Shingles, Flat Roofs, Repairs & More

• Fully Licensed and Insured

ROOFING

TREE SERVICES

Barrie Simcoe
TREE SERVICE

Michael Miehm -
Owner/Operator
Free Estimates,

Certifi ed Arborist
Fully Insured

Tree Removal, Trimming,
Hedging, Lot Clearing,

Residential and
Commercial

(705) 321-3507
Friendly & professional serivce

Serving Simcoe County
since 2007

AD
If you are 

reading this ad, 
our advertising 

works!

TO ADVERTISE CALL
519-278-1700

NEW
TECUMSETH
RECYCLES!

PLEASE
RECYCLE 

THIS PAPER.
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WINDOWS & EXTERIOR CLEANING

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

BORA
TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE 
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050

WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA

SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

TREE SERVICESTREE SERVICES

Tree Removal  •  Trimming  •  Stump Grinding
Land Clearing  •  Storm Damage  •  24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

Continued from P age 4

Brock’s Banter: Back to work, back to reality
T hat said,  how ever,  I  can see –  and have 

b een on –  b oth sides of the coin.
When ou r w orl d w as q u ite l iteral l y l ock ed 

dow n in that dark year,  I  anticip ated some-
thing of a sl ow dow n w hen it came to my 
w eek l y ou tp u t. T hat didn’ t hap p en in the 
sl ightest and,  as I  settl ed into the w ork from 
home routine, I saw my own efficiency hit 
new  heights.

U ntil  they didn’ t.
I  l asted ab ou t a year- and- a- hal f in the 

home office, not because the work was 
getting to be any more difficult to complete 
in the domestic setting as su ch,  b u t rather 
b ecau se I  started to feel  the fou r w al l s of 
my home office start to close in around me. 
I  made the decision to come b ack into the 
office earlier than many simply to preserve 
my ow n mental  heal th and to re- estab l ish 
cl ear l ines b etw een w ork and home.

O f cou rse,  I  w as afforded the l u x u ry to 
choose –  an op tion that is no l onger avail -
ab l e to many government w ork ers.

A t the same time,  for the p eop l e I  man-
age,  my ow n p ersonal  ex p erience did noth-
ing to influence my mindset that as long as 
the necessary w ork gets done,  I  don’ t real l y 
care whether it’s completed at the office, at 
home,  or any other p l ace w here you  can 
set dow n a l ap top  for a few  hou rs at a time. 
O f cou rse,  this l ine of w ork req u ires rep ort-
ers go ou t to attend variou s events,  meet-
ings,  and condu ct in- p erson interview s,  
b u t as l ong as the job  gets done,  that’ s the 
main thing.

The move back to the office is meet-
ing some resistance w ith a J anu ary 5  
rep ort from the C B C  noting that,  accord-
ing to O P S E U ,  nearl y 1 0, 000 req u ests for 
“ al ternative”  w ork rel ations w ere stil l  u p  for 
review .

“ We shou l d b e ask ing w ho is this b en-
efiting in the end"´ OPS(U President -P 
H ornick  tol d the C B C ,  adding the shift b ack 
doesn’ t mak e sense in today’ s w ork  envi-
ronment. “ T he retu rn to w ork seems to b e 

b ased on p ressu re from p erhap s corp orate 
l andl ords from other mu nicip al ities.”

With myriad al ternative op tions to k eep  
emp l oyees engaged and p rodu ctive,  I ’ m 
incl ined to agree w ith O P S E U  that it “ mak es 
no sense in this day and age.”

<et, at the same time, one key benefit 
I see of going back into the office doesn’t 
seem to b e getting as mu ch airp l ay –  that 
is, the benefits of getting out of your own 
environment and having real  face- to- face 
interactions once more.

As Artificial Intelligence grows at a rate 
p reviou sl y u nfathomab l e and increasingl y 
b ecomes an inex tricab l e p art of ou r l ives 
w hether w e l ik e it or not,  the val u e of tru e 
hu man interaction can’ t b e u nderstated,  nor 
can the imp ortance of getting ou t b eyond 
the w al l s w e’ ve created for ou rsel ves.

O ver the hol iday dow ntime,  I  have to 
admit I  su ccu mb ed one or tw ice to so-
called “doomscrolling,´ which is defined 
as “ continu al l y scrol l ing throu gh and read 

dep ressing or w orrying content on social  
media or a new s site,  esp ecial l y on a 
p hone.”  A nd w hil e some of the new s w as 
dep ressing enou gh,  w hat w as esp ecial l y 
w orrisome to me w ere those w ho fou nd 
themsel ves q u estioning so many el ements 
of estab l ished real ity,  how ever mu ndane,  
u nab l e to determine real  from fak e,  even 
casting dou b t on some el ements that are 
p art of ou r col l ective l ived ex p erience and 
things w e w ere ab l e to see and hear for 
ou rsel ves.

S ome say the antidote for this is getting 
ou t and “ tou ching grass”  –  and,  fair enou gh 
–  b u t,  at the end of the day,  that al l  b oil s 
down to being a fully-fledged participant in 
ou r society,  and this shift certainl y cou l dn’ t 
hu rt.

%ut efficiency" I still have my doubts.
T ime w il l  tel l ,  b u t my one friend w ho is 

now  anticip ating a minimu m 1 5  hou rs of 
commu te time this w eek ,  w il l  p rob ab l y have 
something to say as w el l .

Caledon Sports Hall of Fame ready to welcome attendees to the 2026 Induction Ceremony
Continued from Page 11

When the Caledon East Complex was com-
pleted, the Town gave us a place to house the 
Hall of Fame and it felt good to know that kids 
would pass through the Complex, that they 
would be inspired by the stories, the achieve-
ments, and the exhibits that celebrated the ath-
letes and builders.”

The engaging Emcee reflected with a high 
degree of amusement when asked about the 
most memorable moment from the last two 
ceremonies.

“The highlight of the night in 2025 was see-
ing the 1967 Ontario Champion Bolton Kins-
men on stage.  Those guys were in their 70s, 
they were enjoying themselves, and many 
hadn’t seen each other for forty-five years.  A 

few of them even had their team jackets on. I 
keep getting great history lessons from induct-
ees like them.” 

To purchase tickets for the Third Annual 
Caledon Sport Hall of Fame Induction Cer-
emony, contact events@caledon.ca or visit 
Caledon.ca/CSHOF. 

The Ceremony will take place on Wednes-
day, January 28 in the Banquet Hall of the 

Caledon East Community Complex from 7 to 
9 p.m. 

This year’s inductees are Keith Beavers 
(Swimming), Helena Kavalaar (Fastball), 
Ashley Lawrence �Soccer�, Tess Routliffe 
(Swimming), Jade Scognamillo (Swimming), 
Bruce Wanless �Lacrosse�, George Gardiner 
�Horse Racing�, Chris Humeniuk �Golf�, and 
the 2013 Lady Wanderers Youth Soccer Team.
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